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Preface 



It has been d Idngst^inding practicetof Ch,icago's TV College 
-to administer a wrixten questionnaire to u\e, sflident at an early 
stage' of the academic semester. This questionnaire (see attached' 
sample instrurpent in appendix) is designed to\provide a pipeline 
for feedbacx to instructors and administratorsV The findings from 
this survey-type instrument have provided' dat^ ireful for policy 
and planning purposes, as well as to generate a ddta base for 
various research endeavors. ^ , . . . - 

^This paper, summarizes, a great deal of information fv^om the 
1031 questionnaires submitted during the spring 1975 TV College 
semester. In addition, achievement data was gathered for the en- 
tire spring 1975 TV College population of over 1700 students. 
The fol Towing findifigs and .concljisions would seem to have impli-, 
cations in numerous areas fqr Ihe fie^ld of media^d educatiof^al 
instruction. • ^ \ 

f 
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TV COClEGE spring 1975 STUDENT SURVEY 



Highl Ights of the Survey 



Average student age is now 30.6 years; in line with'recent JV College 
trends. \ * ' , * • 

--.Women, as usual, are in\the majority (55% vs 45%) but- the difference ^ 
hras continued to diminish. ' \ • *. 

Enrollment is highest on^he souj;h"side, lowest 'on the w^st^side, 

--'Southwest, Wright, and Loop Cotl eges- account for slightly more than 
75-% of the total TV College enrollment. ' ' / 

Out of 1740 individuals initially registered for spring 1975 TV 
. College (TVC)* courses', 1031 questionnaire responses were obtained 
(59.3%). • , ' • ' 

-- 281 students from correctional institutions have also registered fDr 
'One or more TVC courses. They will, however, not be included in the 
^ present analyses.' 

# 

-- The present TV College courses represepted the first c^lege experience 
of any kind for over one-fifth of the students. • . 

55% of. the students (82f. of *the males) were concurrently enrolled in 
convent i onal cl asses . 

-- The number of students viewing the-course on color Ty {S2%) has re 
mained at the levels established over the i-jst several years. 

-- Over 78% of the students rppor^ed* that they were either full time 
housewives (14/') or worked 30 or more hours per week. 

.-^ Rfeli^stratjon^ grpcedures^have evidently^ irngroyed^ as oyer 92^ of the 
r students reported "^that 'the* campus reqistratic^^'procedures^presente'^^^ 
either tio problems (65%) or only mrnor^s'nags. 

Although' students" general ly 'real ize<i\ that the'c^btion to regi ster/by 
" -mail was open to them, /less than 7% actually didXso. On]y 9/^those 
registering mail encountered any sefid'us probl) 

While 99^6% of the students indicated at the time bV fiJ/Hng out the 
questionnaire that they intended to finish the' coursW<^nly' 50.3% 
♦ actually received a qualitative grade (A,B,C,D) and/6^other 2% had 

inconfpletes . 
V.' \ , 

The overall grade point average' for the entijpe samp.le (N\- 1740), 
ibased on B 4.0 scale, .wa^ 2.48.^ / 

. ' ? , 



The overall grade ppint, average foi^'the sample who subniittcd the 
questionnaire, bajed on a 4.0 scale was 2*^1 » with woiiien* averaqing 
2.74.and men 2.18. " * ^ ~ . 

--^The course cbjnplet^dn rate for the total sample'of 1 740 subjects- wd'^ * 
slightly below. 36%.' This is quite low in comparison witli other TV 
College series^ in recejpt years. . ' ^ * ^' 

The course completion rate for" the population sitbmi tting" the ques- 
tionnaire> was slightly above 50%: , ' | ^ ' - 

14.4% of th^e subjects^ repor ted that* they had contributed during. 1974 
to Channel 11, .>>ri^Tch is th^ Public Broadcasting^ outlet in the greater 
Chicago area^ * ^ ' . ' . . 

- . . ■ ; , . . / ^ 

This presentation of the Spring 1*975 data* sunmiari zei information ' 
from the entire sampje 0^ 1 740 non^-ihsti tutional student^,, where. possi - ' 
ble, but focuses primarily upon the responses of the 1031^indi vidii^als . 
who completed the questionnai re. (See attached sample qu?stionndire\ ) 

DETAILED SUMMARIES * 
A^_Data 

Of the 1031 responses obtained , age" Ja^a wasAprovided -in 863 cds*es\ 

' ' \ s 1 \ 

For the 394 males, the average age equalled 30.1 ye^irs (- ^ 6.88), .while 
the female subjects averaged 31.1 years ^of age ( ^ ' =^ 7) The overalTage 
was computed to be- 30.6 years (n = 8.5) ifor the Sp^rin^l975 enrol lees. 

Table I. shows a breakdown of students into four aW groups: tfiose 
below* 18, 18 - 22, 23 -35, a/id those over 35.. Over 82\ the students 
ar^ above the age of 23. This student' popul ation averages Vore than eiqfit 



1 . ' 

Note the large standard deviation " in the ages of\these stu- 
dents. This is indicative of the widely, varying c'hdracteristiVs of '^he 
individuals wh^^^egister' for TV'Col 1 ege -courses . \ 



year^ older than* the typical undergratiyate student ftopulation. 

Table I * 

Age BreajTdown o.f TV College Students 

Age Number . ' ' ' Percent' 

Bel-6w'18 - * X '** ' 

23-35 • ' 492 ' ' ' • ' . ^ 57.0%, . 

, Above 35 220 25.5%' 

Total' 863 100.0% 



* j ■ Geographical Distribution / / 

The geographical di^tribtition'pf the residence^ of TV College stu- 
dents is depicted in* Figure I (si^e following page). This iVlustrat^on ^ 
may. be quite useful for- future recruitment effohts. Of the lOS^-Wspon- 

... . / 

ses* obtained, 'zip code data •was provided in 866 cases. This 84%' sample 
should therefore be* very representative of the total Spr'ing 1975 /student 
population, ^s can be seen below, the most heav^ily represented areas are 
In the southwest an^jjaorth central' neighborJiQods*. The lowest usage area 
is clearly in the west side of the city. 



. ^l^le this group accounts for. only 2.3% of; thq total student 
population, ^ttie' results 'indicate that' word of TV College courses is being 
received, at Teast t0 a small degree, by some ,high school age stud.ents . 
With wider btibl tcatij)n^this small number might be substantially Increased 
A recruitmefit effort a^m'ed at high school guidance counselors might repre 
sent a prof1table„use t)f • recruitmerrt funds as well^as being relatively 
easy td implgment. , , . * 



f 



Figure !• 

Citywide Distribution -of Students 
Enrolled in TV College courses. 
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J ~ 'Cllmpus Enrollmen t 

Table II\pres^rtfs the breakdown of surveyed students by cours^ and 
campus of registration. /In 'general , students regislfer at the <:ampus cl'OSQ^t 
to their hofne. The* one exception to tftis is Lo£)p College which is locateli 
in the he^rt-of the business district of the city. Many individuals regis- 
ter at Loop while they are at work. As can be seen below\ enrollment by , . 
course remained relatively, stable for each campus. ' ' ^ ^ 



Table IT • 
Enrolled Students by Course apd Campus 



Campuses ^ 

Kennfedy- 
King 


Business^* 101 

8 


, Courses 
Chi]d Dev. 101 

17 


Econ. 201 

5 


. Ma^h. Ill 

n 


Tata/ 

41 


I of 
Tptal 

•4.0% 


Loop 






• 81' . 


^6 


254 


24.6% 


Malcolm X. 


2 


2 " 


, 2 


' 2 _ 


' 8 




Mayf a i r 


M8 


36 


• 10 


' ' 11 


75 


7.3% 


Olive- \ 
Harvey 
Southwest 


18 

79 . 


40 

V 1.12 


28 
74 


" .31 

1 m 

6-1 


117 
326 • 


11.3% 
31 .6% 


Wright 


46 


58 


72 • 


34 


•210 


20 . 4% 


Totals. 


223 


330 


272 




1031 ' 


100% 


% of total 


21.6%" , 


32.0%' - 


» 

26. 4'^ 


20. OS 


100% 





Southwest, LoopV'^'nd Wright Colleges accounted for slightly morp 
thari 75% of the total Spring 1975 TV College enrol Tment,. al though at -least 
a minimal number of students registered 'at each college for each. of the, 
courses. ^ . . . ' * ^ ^ ^ - 

Subjects completing the questionnaire responded to a witie variety^ 



of personal backgrouncj>, demogr/phig, arid 'cpurse-felated inquiries. The 
tollp^ihg sectiorrs will deal with thes?e areas. The data are^tased^en the 
responses of the. 1031 individuals (59.3% o^ the total SpringJ975 student 
population of 1740) who completed the questionnaire. 

u ■ • 

Concurrent E^nrollment ^ pjjfc 

' A large number of stWents responded Ifhat they were concur> 

rentjyiaenrol led in one or more con^entioi^al ly^-taught college courses . /^ar- 
ticularly noteworthy is the fact that 82^ (379 of 464) of the male TVC 
students were -also enrolled in at least^^ne conventiojial ly-taught campus- 
'based course. 186 of the 567^ (33%.) female students '^Iso f^ll Int'o thi? 
category. Table III will' ca^tegorize students according to the^ number of 
^'their concurrent noft-TV College credit hours. The average JVC (TV College) 
Student^who is enrolled in both types of proqrams is taking si ightly .over 
six hours of conventional college classroom instruction. • 

Table III , - " 

' • . ^ /? ^ . 

Credit Hours of .Concurrent Non-TVC ({ourses ' 

*. 

Npmber of ' Number of ' ' .\ of copcurrervtly 

- credits ' students ' - ^ earolled students 

1-3 ' , 138 - ' ■ ».24.4% - 

4 - e' •■ , 196 ' ■ ' 34.7?: 

7 _ 9 ' * -170 •. 30.1% 

10 - 12-' / 39 ' 6.9% 

Over 12 ' ' . . . • ■ 3.9% 

Totals , 565 _ ' • 

f 

> i . . , 
Registration 

h • JL . J 

One of the continu^ing goals of TV College, has been to Us^n the 



J ' ' ^ • ^ 

protnemswissociated with reqistration prxicedures This sectioa will .de- 

; ^ 

scriben^he effectiveness of these efforts for the Spring semester cyf '1*975. 

^Whfle registration by^maiT is an ayail able. 'optidn for a'Urge pro- ^ 

portioa of students, ocily a smal •number are t^iiig advantage' of this'.ser- 

vice. 0f the j031 individual s who provided regi stratifn dat.a, only 69 

• • • ' 

people (6.7%) responded -that, they had registered by mai However, of 
these, 93% ^64 of 69) reported that they had experienced lio probl ems . . Irr ' 
fact, only 1 individual experienced any^^^^ious difficulty.* Thus, while 
few p'eople are utilizing mail-in registration, tho^e tf>at have are very 

'satisfied., of- the 962 students who registered at one of**w*iG <:timpuseS', * 
comparably more problems- were experienced ttian in the mail -in procedure. » 

^Howfever, by and large, "^the majority pf stiAents, were stijl qiiit? s-4tisf*ied 
with registration procedures for Spring 1975. Student reactions to regis- 
tVation.are^mnmarized J*" Table IV. , ' 

* ' ' ' Table IV ' ^ 

Reactions to Campus Reqistr'ations /. 

Cateqorj^ * . ? Number . ^. o.l'.lPJ.^ ^ 

No prolyl ems . 624 ' ^ 64.9': . 



•Minor problems &. i rri tations 263 ' * ■ 27.3'. 

A disaster \ - 75 ^ ' . 7.8'. 

' Totals ^ 962" « . 100'^ 



. The 92% figur»e of "few, if. any probl ein§" -i s much higher than tne 

Spring 1974 figure, which was an improvement over previous years. Thus, 

campus registration prof?edures have co'ntinued to improve in efficiency hy- 

reducing many of the aggrevations and irritations involved in regisjenng 
for TV College courses. * , ' • *• 



' Type jrf Television bet 

TV College ^students r^sp^onded to* item abaut/the. TV set on which 
they primarily v«iewed their TVC course. This question assessefl whether' • 
•usage •of-. color sets bad increased among TV College matriculants. Of the 
*103l resp.ondeftts 538 indicated that they viewed the majority, of their 
classes on a coloi^ set. This 52.2% figure js approximately the same 4s / 

, ' ^ * I * . 

that of the past several years, hi ofeVier vords, the* [percentage of stu- 

dents vTewHig thfe all -col or courses has rfot s^tahti/l ly llncrejsed in 

* 

Taping o f TV College Less^ons " * 



thejpast, several .years . ^ 



^ iviany students have reported that the pacing of^JV College less(fr\s 
is often very d&mai^ding. "^ith this in%mind>*it would se^liT t^at th^ taoe . 
re^rding of Wessons fior later review wauld be a useful procedure for 
^copi-ng with rapidly paced sessions. \(\ item was included' in the student 
qiiestionnair^ (see Appendix) to determine t^ie extent to which students 
utilized this techn%ue. The results ^ re lis follows": Only alwa*ys tape 
their lessons, while some 20% occastonally do/ Finally, of- the' viewers 
never .tape any less(^ns for later study. /Jhile it would seem that the^tape 
recording of les^tns wodld be an effective way. of dealing with thei-r per- 
teived .i^pld pacing, tjpjs practice is not widespread. 'The question of 
whether tape recording is an effective a*id to learning 'will be examined jn 
a^ldter section. ^ • i 



• ' ' P^^e vious College Credit^ ' ' 

TV College students vary greatly in the amount of. previous colleqe 
training wh\i,Ch they brought to»the Spring 1^75 semeUer. Of the students 



.♦ 



who,,(k)mplete#the:tqij*estioi1t^tire Spri»ng T975 TV Coljege Course(s)' / 
* T^'^resented/thfe f?r;5t* col-lege Qxper.iepce for over j:)ne-f iftif of tft.is 5tu-. 
. ' dei'i V§S^.\^,tW^ ext^etne^ '48 ^tudents brought* bachel-o^s^^cTf^Arts 
ather' advanced degrees to, the ^ame 5V- College -cl^ass. Table V depsjcts tlie 
variety and'distribution^ofJVp^o^lege, students; with'r|^ard to 'tBeir'pre- 
V10US col lege •background^,-'' ' / ^ ^ -/ ^ . 

• ' . . . • . ■ 

..' • Table .V . * 

<* ' . . . \ • ■ ' , ' .> «» > 

P,revTOus Collecje Experience ' . ' , v\ • * 

- i ColI.ege C redits ^* 1^1 *Nuniber of 'St'adents ' ;of .Total 

' No credit hours >. ^ 216 '/ * * 21.0* 

■1 --IS credits ^ ' 236 - .• ■ - ' *' 2|.9. 

1 6^ 5o credits " " ' ' ^ 174 '. ]_6.9 

■'31 - 4.5 credits ' 156- . ^^''* ' * 15. l'*./ 

" . • • . * ■ • 

" 46 '- 60 credits . ' 114 . . ; ,.11.1 

Over 60 credits " ' 72- ' * ' ,7.0 ' • 

Assoqi^ate -of Arts Qegree 15 ' ».'••' ^ ^ 

>s^achelor of Arts" D^-^ree " • '* «, 35; , 3.4 • 

M,aster ftf Arts Begr^ee • . • 13 ' '• . -1.3' 

..Totals p. * 103J* *: J ■* 100.2' 

' \ I ■ ' ' ' • v-^ • . • 

While there is a wide variance irl-Jollefe backrjroutuis. aniDnq TVC_>t/Jder)ts', - 



^ the majority (87:;) h^v4.tw<p yearns or less of college levoi 



experience. 



Enipl oyn^nt Sijji|)ia ry 

TV College students-also vary greatly in the nijnih'e^^ of ' hoiJr^ in 
• which they work outside of -s^choOl -related a<:.t j vi t ies . In general /the 
^ / grrtt majority .(91^0 of ^students jvork at least part-tiuit^ or are full-*tinie 



housewives. There appears tg 'be a certajn af.iount of coqfuMon in the re- 
sponses -of about! SZ of ^he s^der^s* 'Thrs confusion ctritfrs mostty ^oiz 



♦ 

«9 



. whether the fulVtime housewife category 's+iould also have been filled out 

" ^ inus, tne resuiti> iiiubi,. 



if a woman worked ful \ 6r*part-tinie. Thus, the results liiust'be taken as || 
broadly' Iridicative'^ather ttian as sharply defined. The Original categories-' 
of the qu&sttonnairfit item have been pqllapsec 

^. ^' ^ • Table-Vl 

• Employment Data^ ' . 
Number of students 




the reasons cited above. 



Hours -worked pe r'wegk ^ 

None w', • ' , , - 
, Part-time (t-29 hours) 
F,u11-time (over -30 hrs.) 
Full-time housewife^ 
' ' . Totals ' 



■ ^4 
. 128 
■ 666 
143 
■ . 1031 , 

f 

, m 

Grades ,- 



r of total 

• '.12.4% 
' 64.6^0 - 



/ 



\;. the following sections of this j^per^will examine, in various ways, 

^, .the' grades and course completion rates of Spring semester' 1.975 TVC students. 

^ Table VII depicts^the distributioji'of grades Jpd wi thdf^awals'Tor the total- i 

sample ,of 17.40 non-institutional subjects. ; • ' f 

^' < Tattle VII,' Dis^ibutioni o'f R-aw^^alles by ,_pampu9 

Nuftibgro'^ 'lodes'' of : 



.,* ^ampus^ -^^ Number of students 

KennecljsH^ng. . 

kb&p " ' 
KfUoJm X.^ , 

Olive-Harvey 
,Southwest 
Wright 



B. 



Tota.ts 



■ 67. • 
408 
*39 
112 • 
266 ; 
541 / 
307/ 
•174(/. 



'0 


■ '3 


9 


2. ' 


■ 0 


2-1. 


54 


^52 r 


-12 


7 


0 




1 


* 0 ° 


0 


^14 


20 


~ 14 . 


.10' 


1 


5- 


11 


IB- . 


10 


0 


34 




81 


•35 


■ 8 


33 


'/51 


•43 


13 


5 


107- 


^/218 


■ 218 


82' 


21 



2" 
18 
0 

0',. 
3 



W 

51 

- 244 
' 37 
51 
219 
29T 
■154 
10.49 



There ire also other minoK sources of confusion in t^i'is. item'. 
'It would>^ leas'^ible 'to rewrite^thfs Uem -in the future to eliminate 
the solirces^lf" jimpiguity that are/now present ^' , ,' , ' *^Q*' 

^ • R " ifncompletss 'V ' j '' 
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1% 



The-very low number of A*s and B's'and the very hi gh'number af withdrawals 

' ' ... , ' . ' \\ 

vis made evident in Table VII. There is significant variation betv^een indi- 

vidua!' oanjpuses with regard to the. grades and course Completion r*ates of; 

its registrants,. The following table depicts the percentile breakdown, by 

campus, of those stddents who received a qualltativ^e grade during the Spring 

1975 semester/ * ^ , 

" f ■ , 

Table VIII. Distrlbutioti of Qualitative Grades 



Campus 


Number of ' 
qual i.tati ve 


% of students 
getting a qual- 




% of grades 


of: 






grades 


itative grade 


• A 


B 




D 


Kennedy-King 


14/67 


20.9%-. 


'0 


4.5% 


13,4% 


3.0% 


Loop 


139/408 


• 34,1%, 


5.Ui 


13.€% 


12.7% 


* 2.9% 


Malcolm X 


" ' 2/39 


5:1% 


0 ■ 


2.6%_ 


2.6% 


0 


Mayfair 


58/112' 


^51 .sr. > " ' ^ 


12.5^; 


17.9% ' 


12.5% 


8.9% 


Olive-Harvey 


44/266 


16.5% 


1.9% 




' 6.p 


3.8% 


Southwest 


228/541 


42.1% 


6.3?. 


• 14.4% 


15.0% 


6.6% 


Weight. ^ 


140/307 


♦ •6% • 


TO. 7^'. " 


16.6% 


14.0°; 


4.2% 


Total s 


^5/1740 


35.9% 


6.1% 


12.'5°- 


12.5%- 


4.7% 



It can be seen, ithat students from Ha^^fair, Sojy^thwest,* and. Wright 
colleges are most effective in completing cours^ for qualitative graded- 
A further waj^ of ♦.viewing the meaning of grade|^and the effectiveness iol^, 

grading practices is to examine the distribution of ^ades -over *each of 

. ] 
the'fotir course?. Table IX depicts thTe percQjntages of qualitati^^e grades, 

* ' ^ - ' - ^ ♦ , ' J y . 

incompletes, and withdrawal s for each of the Spring 1975 .coujses. .The 

**- , ' * 

grades for Child Development 101 aw considerably -^higher thart those of the 

other three courses. / . . 



. \ > 1 
grades here. 

r 



Q/ily the-grides of A, C, or D are V/iewed a^ qualitative 



14 



abl 
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Tabje IX. Percentile Distribution of Grades b;^ 'Course 

Totals 



iysirfess 101 ^ 




OT b LUQcri Lb 






Percentage 


nf nrr^dps 


of 






A 


B 


C 


' D 






3^7 ^ 


8' 


2i 


12.7°4 


6.7^4 


3.6% 


4.7?; 


61 . 2% 


524 


8 


.4 


20.4 


.12.6 


5. "3 


.6 


51 .3 


453^ ... 


4 

r 


.•6 


7.5 


17.7, 


4.2- 


0.' 


64 .-1 


376 


2 


.7 


7.4 


1.2.2 


5'.£ 


0 


67.3 


1740 


6 


.0 


12.0 • 


12.3 


'4.7 


1.3 


61.6^ 



^101 ,524 8.4 20.4 .12.6 5."3 .6 51.3 -1.3, 



Ecofiomics 2m 453^ - - 4.'6 7.5 17.7, 4.2- 0-' 64.-« 2.0 100 

Mathematics IJl • 376 . 2.7 7.4 1.2.2 s'.B 0 ' 67.3 4.8 100 

Tota-»s 1740 6.0 12.0- 12.3 '4.7 1.3 61.0^ 2^.7' ^00 

I|; can be seen that ther^^ji considerable fluctuation betv^n courses^ 
' , in the distribution of grades. Thy^miniinal use of nop-passing grades^ and 
the extren]ely high nmber of wij:hdn3wals may.be, indicative of a generalized 
" grading strjitegy. The '^actual percentage of students completing their re- 
spective courses may be gleaned from data preseoted above The following 
\ should more graphically summarize the, very low completion rates for the 

cours^ under stuchy. ^ . * 

Table X. Percentage of Completions by Course * 

¥ , * 

' "2 

; jurse Enr olled Students Number Completing Course % Completing Course 

Business 101 ,387 ' ^ 121 31 .3% 

Child Dev. 101 * 524 245 ' ' 46.8?; ^ 

Economics 201 - 453 , » 154 ^ ^34.05^ 

Mathematics 111 ' , 376 - 105 '-27.9% 



/ 



Totals 1740 . ' 625 /^35.9 



The final way in which ^rade data wilTbe presented jA/il 1 be in terms 
of the grade ^oint averages of the students who -actually completed their 
respective courses. The grade -.point averages (G. P. A. ) were calculated on 
the^Jbasis of a 4.0 scale. 



1 ' ( ' 

W = withdrew from course / . . ^ 



Those achieving a grade of A,B,C or D 



The^^verall average 'for all four courses ^as> 2^.48. This jean be bro- 

k^in down by cOlfirseV ^usine.s.s tOl •= 2.45, Child Deyelopment\jj31 = 2.65, 

Economics 201 =^2-.37,* arrd Mathematics .1,1 1 = 2^48. - *. • 

• ... J • 

. \ • ■ ': .*,; SEX DIFFERENCES- 

.t * 3 * 

' *Xhe follow^i^ sections Will examine the results from the Spring 1975 



TV Col lege^tu4ent questionnaire an wcder 'to. determine if , aixl to. what 
extent, sj^stematid sex differences may be operating: The data 'for these 
•^nalyseXare necessarily* based an only those individuals who hav^cQmple- 
ted trtp qtresxionnaire. While this group comprises'" only 601 of the total 
population 'of non-institutional subjects, the numbers of males and fem^es 
are still quite Substantial. Of the 1031 questionnaires ,579 wer§ conipleterf 
by women whi^le 4'73 were-submitted'by fnen. Thus, the questionnaire sample 
contained apgroximiateTy five women\forvev^ry four men. This difference in 
'participation reflects' the usua^l pattern of'^ having- wonlen in* the majority, 
but this ,d iff erence has-,* over the p^st several years, continued* to lessen. 

\ ' " / Age . : ^ • ' 

' ' Based'<on*a sample of 863 cases, there seems* to be little difference 
in the ages o-f -ma-le ^nd female students ; Male subjects di^eraged 30.1 years 
(a = 6.9) while, females averaged 31.1 years 9.7).*'^his measure was* 
further brokel down to see if -students differed in terms of one or more 
Specific age categories; The following four ^categories/«^e used:. below" 

> . . ' ' \ : • . • M > 

18 (pr€-co1)ege a^e), 18 =■ 2-2 (usual college ages), 23 - 35, over |5 years 

of^age. ..The resjuUs 'are presented in Table XI. •/ 
/ ... V \ / • ' ' . / 

^ . /' . . ' ' ' . . / « 

The age of 35 fs a^ somewhit a^rbitrary choice as a rfiviaing 
.point between xategprfes. Hoy/ever, it does seem likely that by this age 



njds^eople have, completed their formal college education. 



' . ■ 14 . ■ , • . 

(*. Table. IX. A§e-by-Sex Breakdown of .TV College Students 



A n A 

Category 


liUlIIUcri Ul 

Students . 


nUiliUC 1 U 1 

^ MaJes 


' Pprrfl>f^tanp> 

1 C 1 V,.r Wl 1 I* U M 

of Wales J' 
• p. 


tlurtib^r ofN 
'/Females 


Percentage 
of Females 


DC 1 OW 40 
e 




* ft- 

o 




, .12 »■ 




18- - 22^ 


131 


43 


"■11% V;'- 




19% 


23 -. 35 


492 . ./^ 


260 


66°^^ ([•■ 




49% - 


Above 35 


220 . 


"\3 


71% 




29% 


Total s 


, r863- • 


394 




469^ 


1PQ% 



It can seen that there^s a great deal -of s imjl art t^ "between^ jnal es -a^d 

'"V ' * . 

females in most of th^se categories. The predominance of -males .ii? the ^3 
SS category would -seem to be an important finding which ^might have impli* 
cations for the focusing of advertising and recruitment effox;ts. Another" 
ihterestijig fi'ndirfg is that 87% of the males and-.79" of the females are ' 
older than the typlgal' col lege-a.ged student. . ■ 

Concurrent Enrollment in ConVentionarCollege Classes 
^ There is a statistically significant difference (.01) between males 
and females in their .concurrent enrollment in non-TV College courses.^ Of 
the 4^64 male students, 37V of them (81.7%) were concurrently enrolled i.n 
n<(n-TVC' courses. Th'is compares to 32.8% for the female students, In addi- 
tKp, m^s also" took more credit hours of-non-TVC courses than 'did com- 
parable female subjects. A typical male^stud'ent (taking non-TVC courses) 
was fenroflled in 7 hours of non-TVC credit^in addition to^his T^t ColTfea"^ 
course x^r courses, whi Teethe' average mnale (who took non-TVC courses)* w^ 
enroll editor 5,5 hours. Thes^ figures su^rt a Motion that TV College 
males tend\o take a full ' col lege Iqad'whtle, par^ticipating f^emales are , 
willing or are\forced. to be part-time students. However, ,as*wini be de- 
•lineated below, tbis involvement does not fjanslate -M i iey into higher 



/ 



gracf^s or higher course completion rates fhrlr[\^]es. 



Academic Effecti veliess 




Whi-le more ma^ 



i-les participated in fuu-|time sliidV, their involvjement 



,vi^s\pot positively related to cogfhitive outcome measures\such as a.r^de 



pdiAtXayerage agd c-ourse'compledon rate. Female students per-formed a| a 



consicierably higher level and w^e more Ii1<^ly t6 Complete th\lr c6urse\ 
^than wejf^ ^omparaWef ^^^^ syftjectsv^ Table )|| depicts' the grade^^oirrt 
'dv^erages^a^nd N^urse ^«jfr^ Tor' |>oth; rtiales and feit)5Ll^s^ for. 

jepch of' the fouV Spring' l'^5(^ courses. \ - * \ 

^ \ ' * ' ^ * ^' ^ 

Jal)le'X}'I .\Male Versu\ FemaTle Effectiveness by Course 



^Course - Male'G.K.A. * Female G.P.A 

e ' . , 

I 

Justness 101 



% of Males 



of Females 



Chi Id- Dev. 101 
Ectfnpmics 201 
Mathematics 111 
Totals 



^.03 
2.21 
2. '27 
2.09' 
2.18 



34.0% 



( 




Completing Completing 
56.5-: 

* 

if, 

y 65.8^3 




1 is readily apparent that* there ^re importa^^t sex.differ^ces in 

the ^present results with regard to measure^ of academk effectiveness. 



i>con- 



While there are some differences between individual clas\e^, women 
sistently achieve higher grades anfFare rnore likely to fii^r^h TV College 




, These figures are based on the^que^stionnai^e s'ampleyf 1031 \. 
sti/deiits. 'The results f rpnj .the questionnaire gfoup are cons istenn^| higher 
Y than the -rersults from the tptal population of 1740 'subjects . Th^se ' 
'\ ences will be investigated in a later section. 

^ f ' . 




18 



-^I^H^ses than -.are- male student-s. These-results are both practica,! ly -and " • .• ' 

statistically significant and .seem *tq run counter to ma/iy researc^'fimlings s 

coaeeimil^ male versus female achievemervt in- compa^able c1rcuit>stanpes . 
■ t ' ' ' 

npafative ar 



Other li^dices 
^ « ^ 



A comE 



dnalysi,^,was made (5n ,a' nyj^ber bf other top 



cs. Males 



'^nd females dtffer^ IjttTe Qtj^ tiie question of how offen they, tape record- 
ed their lessorjs. -»8olb groups indicated; that tapigg was not a common 'p^^iCi 
tffte (72% indicated that the;^^ never taped' any lessons) .,fher^^ are also few 
differences -in .term^ of the previou/^Cpl lege credits of male versus fe- 
male .(Sprrng 1^975) TV Cljlege studerts. Table XII.I dep-icfts thirhiqh de- 
gpee of §t«miJg,Vity -for the 1031 st^udents* submittvng* the questionnaine. 



TableKin. Previous College Credits by Sex 



Number of credii:s' W 

0 Credits 

^ - 15 credi^t^v 

.l^>30, • , 




ls(B.5.)\Degfee- ^ 
(ft.SO degree: i 
■Totjils . 



' f of males |N •= '464) ^ 
-24.4^ - •• - 
, '19.6 

.1.J5.5 ; 

■ ; ' .1 .3 - . . . 

3.0 '.V 
■- - .4 •.- 

• 9 

• .99:9%' 



pf females. (N ^ 567) 

• 18.2% 
' • 2*5.6 
■ 1-8.0 
, ^ ' 14.6' 
10.8- 
'5.6' 
1.6- 
f.7 • 
1.9 



100% ■ 



' It isMnt-eresting .to note tbat 87% of * both. males ^nd ferpa^le^s'Haye the 
equivalent' of ^ two years pr less of college ^xperience^. Thus^ there sieems 

»tb be li.ttle difference between males,. Snd females \^ terms C)f tjie amount 
of collf^g*^ experience which* stutiehts brought to th^ir Spring 1975 

, Col ^ejeLCpiirses . , . . - 



^ The final'topic' which w.i 11 be 'explored with regar^d to. sex- related . 
-T^- . ' . ' , • ' * * " ' 

differences is the non-school employment^ of "TV College students. As noted 

above, the great majority o'f the T975 TVC students* work at ..least part- *< 

time or are full-time housewives. It has also been reported that a certain 

amount of confusion seemed to be present' in the employment item. Nonetbe--^ 

less, the results are presented tn Table XIV. These data are based or) the 

1031 individuals who completed the student questionnaire ^nd' seem to.jn- . 

(licate that a sex effect may b/opera,tinq (especially in the full-time 

category^. ' . / . . ' 

f 4 » . * 

Table XIV. Number of Hours, of Work per Week 

Hours ber Week t of Male Stuclents . . % of Female Students 

None ■ ' 'l.yL ' ^ 10.6% - 

Part-time (1. - 29 hours) 9:3 , • " l49 

Full-time (30 or over) .'^ 83.4 , • - 49.2 ^ 

Ful>-tinie Housewife 0 • ^ , 25.2 

Totals * ^ '100% • • . * 99.9% 

Although the ho'usewife categocyi represents ap additional confoijnding effect, 

^ the„extremely high percentage of males who work ,30 or more^hoirrs is an im- 

. ' - 

portant finding and seems to indicate ^an important sex difference: 



The items'of the Spring 1975 questionnaire h&ve been scrutirlized in 
order to determine' it differences occurred when the dat? were separated on' 
the sex dimension. The results indicate that consistent ^sex differences ^ 
emerged in only five areas: (1) the Mkelihood of taUng concurrent non- 
TVC couries, 'T^^rtt^e ^number of non-TVC credits taken, the ^student^s grade 
point average,, (4^> tn€^5tTf3inVrYiK§1thood of comfileting a .eourse, and 



(5). the amount of outside non-student employment. . * - ^ \ 

Looking at these .fjndings^as a wflole*., two separate pictures of Spring 
1975 TV College students seem to. emerg'e. The male TVC'studept is taking two 
or mpf-e conventionally taught campus-based, courses and js utilizing^ his TV 
'College courses in ord.er to ^complete his program as a' fuU-time" student , or 
to acquire college cr^edits'as* rapidly as pr^ible. In addition, the male 



j^udent is also likely to be employed fuU-time ir^a 'non-student capacity; 
Although the ^spiratiohs of the typical ina]e.are~ set at -^^ 'i/er/y hi.gh lev^l. 



his goals seem to be out of towch with rea'^ity since the practical con- 
st-raints of^time, energy, andresources limit the. amount 'he can actually 
^ccoraplis-h. Iq his dual' rol^s as a full-time' worker 'and full-time. student, 
nt may be that he is spreading himself 'too thin— There is less than a 50' 
chance that a male; student wil 1 complete his TV College dourse. If he is 
in the minortty who completes his work and does rerHive a grade, he .is not 
lilcely \X> achieve at a very high, level -.^ That is, he is much more lively to 
earn a giPade of C or 'D than a grade of A or B (see Table XV belowO. 

A composite of the TV ColVege female a]so surfapes,. The female. TV - 
College student is .somewhat ,more difficult ta depict than her male couh- ^ ■ 
terpart. beca,user females, exhibit-more variance in their^responses than do 
males. N^n^hel^ss, an image does emerge. In general, the fema>e subject ^ 
15 only'^Si part-time stuiJent. Whether by choice, or by economic, social, 
ffjarital, or familial constraints^ the female p^urjues college credits at ^ , 
le^s than, a full-t'ime rate. Less than one out of three females was concur- 
'rently enrolled irf.non-TVC cTasses. Of this group, over 505"- toolc just one 
^non-IV College course. ThLis. the great majority of females' seem to be ac- 
quiring their college crepfits on a part-time basis. 



Although- there -is an amourvt of confusion relating to t be employment 
data, over of '"the* females^ reported that, the^ were e1triei|: not working, 
working part-time, or were fulj-.time housewives. This is not to say that 
the xluties oIf a housewife^are" not demafndi ng'i but rather that some of the 
activities in the home Can.be adapted so' that a TV College^course may still 
be pursued; Thus, the typical /emale is s part-time student and is either ' 
aXhouslwife or is employed *0Tr-a~part- time (or .Te^s) basis. Although there. 
areXconflicting demands made on female students, ttiey do not seem to be 
pporatHng to the same degree aS^is present with male TVC students. In - 
other words, their expectations seem to be aimed at a more realistic level 



i/) terms of available time ^nd..energy . Femal^j attempt quantitatively 
fewer courses than^ fnaTes but are qual i'tatively superior to them in per- 

formance -ip these classes. In other words, females may work more diligent- 

% - / . # ' 

ly. at their:. TV class or classes becai^se^hey have a mor^ realistic chance 

of achieving well in them. ' , * ' * 

Itj's T4kelyi:hat a f^mal ^subject wil 1 vcomplete her T\/C course for 

a. qualitative grade. The female student is also likely fb. achieve* at a'' . 

high-level. That is, she is much more :ljkely to egrn a grade of A or B 

thaft a grade of C or D'{see Table XV)*. In. conclusion, the aspirational'^. 

Ipel of the typical TV College female may be more in line with reality 

and more in line with available t^k^nd energy than the typical male 

TV*College student. The' following t^les (parts V and 2) 'should serve to 

graphically depict the significant differences between^ale and f^ale 

TV College students in achi.evement-rielated behavior. 



22^ 



Females » 

Males 

Averages 



Table XV (Ir). Distribution of Raw Grades by. Sex 

Number of Grades of: 

B C , 





Number 


Number 
Completing 


A 


Females 


567 


.313 


74 


rtales- 


464 


206 


18 


Tota'l • 


103V 


519 


9^ 



116 
65 
181 



96 
82 
178 



D ' 


F 

• 


R 


• W 


27 


C 


14 


238 


41 


11 


18 


229 


68 


* 13 


32 


467 



Table XV (2). Percentile D\stributfon of Grades 

Percentage comple- 
ting course for a 
qualitative grade' 
. 55.2% . 



44.4% 
49.8% 



A 

13.1% 
3.9% 
8.5 



Percentage of Grades of: 

fi s C 0 F 
-20.5 16.9 4.8 



14.0 
0.3 



17.7 
U.3 



8.8 
6.8 



.4 
2.4 
i.4 



R. W 

2.5 42.0 

3.9 -49.4 

3.2 45.7 



These tfebles graphically summ^f*ije the A/ery important achievement- 
related differencessbetween males and, females and conclude the 'inquiry 
into sex-re.lated differences. The following sectlwis of t^is paper will 
ascertain to what extent ^here are differences between the subjects who 
. compl4i^C& tlie questionnaire and those that do not. 



COMPLETION VERSUS N0N-C0MP1,ETI0H OF. STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRES 

A good dedA of the specific information used for^the planning and 
' evaluation of TV* College courses is generated by means of questionnaire 
. instruments which are completed by the s^udejits of in-progress TVC class- 
es. Alt^ugh it has been intuitively appealing to state that, widespread 
differences exist between students completing the TV College questionnaires 
and those not doing so (as is the pa^e wit1i most self-repJ|t instruments), 
, it has not been clearly documen'ted where and to what d^gr^. these differ- 
ences are occurring. Tbi^ section will describe some/^iatalifhich may f^ro- / 



vide, certain insights into this important area. It will show- that these 

two groups (i.e/ those completing, the questionnaire versus those .not com- 

» 

pleting this device) tend to be highly similar with regard to certain back- 
ground characteristics but quite dis^milar in' terms, of their* academic 
effectiveness. • j 

It was felt that a check on certain .background variables could pro-* 
vitie information about the similarities or differences between fhe ques- 
^tionnaire and norr-questlonnaire groups in terms of^eir demographic and 
personal backgrounds. Because (ff the large number of individuals involved 
dnd the difficulty in obtaini rip data for those not completing the ques-* 
tionnaire, only three vaViables were exainined. A sample of seventy sub- 
jects was raridomly fleeted from the population of those^.not completing 
the questionnai^re instrument. The results were computed and compared to 
those from the questionnaire population. At was found that'there was very 
little difference in the average age of the students irr the twa^groups. 
Those students who completed the questionnaire .averaged 30.6 years while 
the group who did not complete this device averaged 31.1 years of age. 
Utilizljig zip code data obtained"ifi the same way, it was found that stu- 
dents from both populations cSm^ predominantly from the southwest and north 
central portions 8f the.*city (see Figure 1 on p. 4). Finally, a compaj^i- 
son was made of the ratios of females to males in both the questionnaire 
and non-quest-ionnair^ groups. In the former, females were in the majority 
(55% to 45%), while in the non-questionnaire group males outnumbered the 
females (53% to 4?%). ' * 

' Although there appear to be some differences in sex distribu- 
tions in the.»two groups, th^ al^S^jbherwise highly similar in their ages 
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and geographic locations, ^ile ma^iy oyier categories could have b^en*ex- 
amjned,. these three do at least provide ,sonie ^tentstive suppof? to a notion 
that $,tudents in. both grpiips^^^y be:quife s^ifiilar. in- marry important per*- ^ 
scmal and^ demographic SreasJ " • * • : 

^/hile some differences have been shown to exi^t- betvJ^en the ques- 
tionnaire and non-qu^?tionnaire groups in certaii^ background variables. 
It ^s in the area of acaxJemic effectiveness that striking! and sigmficfint ' 
'differences emerge. The following tables will graphically illustrate these 
differences. > ^ • • , • • ' 





>^ 

Table 


XVI '(1); 


• 

•Distribution* of Raw Grades 


t 


Number of 
Subjects 


A '' 


B 


Number of ^racfes o"^ , 
' . C D ^ F R 


W ' 


Questionnaire 
Group ' 


1031 • 


92 


181 


178 • 68 


13 32 


'467 . 


N6n-questionnaire 
Group 


709 


• 15 


37- 


40 14 


8 ■ 13 


582 ■ ' 


Total's 


1740 


107 


218 


218 82 


21 45 

* 

» 


'ia49 




Table XVI 


(2) Percentile 


Distribution 


* 

of Grades 




Questionnaire Group 


A 

8.9% 


Percentage of Grades of:^ 
B C D F ' 
1-7.6 17.-6 6.6 1.3 


• R W 

. 3.1 '45.3 
t 


Non-questionnaire Group 


2.1% 


5--2 


5.6 


2.0 1.1 


1.8 ' 82.1 



ERIC 



i * These tentative findings have been replicated with the data 

from the evaluations Bf Classic Theater (Duby, 1976) and the Ascent of 
Man (Duby ^tid Giltrow, 1976). That is, the questionnaire and non-question- 
naire groups were very^Tmilar in age and' geographic distributions. Also, - 
the two gl^ups differed in their sex dis'tributions in ''the same way as had 
the Spring 1975 populations., That is, a somewhat higher- percentage of males 
wer6 represented fn the non-questionnaire group than in the q^j^estionnaire 
populatfion. 
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. 23 



5ased on this data the gr^de point §vera^e<^iG. wei^e computed^ ' 
\ fof both the questionnaire and the non-que9ytionnaire~grou()s. Based on a • » 



4.0 scales the 



fo r^r 



Ber group averaged 2.51., while ihe G.P.A. for the non- . 
questionnaire group was 2.32. Thus;, in terms \)f grade poijit. averages thfere 
is 1 itt^^lil^fference beti^en, these twV groups. However, in the raw and . • 
\percanUg,e distributions, of grades [see Tabll ,XVl. p^irt^ (1) and (2)], 'it 
can be se^n J^at there #re real difference.s^ Which are in rhe expected di-^ 
reckon in favor of-'ther<}uestionnafre-comp1etj*i^ population. T^^e Xvfl 
will strikingly depict the differences in course completion effectiveness- 
^between individuals in the two groups. - ^ \ , V 



Group 

Que^stionnair^ 
group. 



Table XVII.. Course Completion Rates 

Number comple- ' Percentage com- 
Number ting course ^ pleting course 

* *5j0 . yfo 



1031 



Non-questionnaire 
group - 1 



519 
106 



15.0% 



If a person compl^^e^ the student questionnaire (this is an assignment 
which is due at the end of the third week of the sister), there is^ bet- 
ter than^ a 50% chance that he. wfll finish, the course with a ^passing, gradf. 
Howe^^r\i^f a person did^no|v^coniplete the student questionna-i re there is- 
l^ss than. a one irj six chance that the individual |will firjish the course^ 



|wil 
Que 



with a .passing grade. Thus, the completion of the questionnaire itself 
is a ,very valuable predictive tool^or forecastirig wh(^ wil V cojnplete the 
course. ' ' ' > 

, /, Thus, there are Important differences in TV College subjects not' 
^ oaly on thip sex dimension but also between those Individuals who complete 
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a required Student questionnaire and others who do not.^ The previous two < 
sections represent an initial attempt^td tackle an extremely complex and 
critical ^area. FuWher research may be able t^highlight the motivations, 
personal characteristics, and background variables which ^can effectively 
distinguish betweer s^uccessful and unsuccessful TV CoMeg^ performances. 
It-is feU that area hotels great .promise for futiTr^ research and 
represents' a potenti'a>ly^Table mectns of improving TV College services. 



STUDENT REACTIONS, COMMENTS, AND RECOMMEfJDATIONS 

The following section will describe students' reactions, impre%«^ons, 
and criticisms v7ith regard to the four Spring 1975 course offerings. A 
composite ot^these retacticfns will be deleted by means of a series o^ 
Likert-type scales. That is, the findings for'each of tlie courses have been 
computed and averaged. While there were some individual d'ifferences be- 
tween thfe four courses, they ^re, in general, quite similajp. The fq/- ^ 
lowing results could be*gsed^/to provide one type of baseline data agaimt ^ 
which to Compare and judge the results from any given TV Col 1 eg^ourse. 

Student* resRfOnses have- been^ averaged ^and the mean score, will b^,ij- 
lustrated by an asterisk on jeac;h, respective scale. -It should b*e re! red 



be re! ri 
, [ti = the 

nuinber of indiVidua-ls who answered thaf particular ite^i; X = the mean or- 



that the follow.ihg represent the average of the fouj5^ courses 



average.]. 



: 1 ' , 



The iderrtif ioatj^n of important sex differences and' dif feren- 
cef between those CompletiKarid not comprTettng the questior^aire has^led ^ 
to th^evelopment and;test*g of a TV^Col)eg*e vtithdrawal prediction for- * 
mula.^'^m^s^ index has> been extr^eV successful 'in init'ial t^rials of its 
ability. to forecast final wTmiVawal .'Jljer^^'for a- given TV Col lege ^course 
(see Duby>& Giltrow,- in press): ..|-^'^ ' • 



1 



A. In general, the coyrse is; -{N'^st']^) . x ^'"3.52 ^ 
very dull very stimulating 



★ 



.l-..-^-...--2 1 ^.-..4- 5. 



B. <-Visif^ls," diagrams, fnni*c]ips: (N = 1004) X = 2.87 

too few . too many 

:___2 -_!_3...J ..__4,_,_. ._..5 ... 

C. Academically, the course is: (N = 1022) X = 3.20 

not challenging too challenging 
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D. 'The pace of the program'is: (N = 1021) X = 3.26 
. too, slow '•■[.'' ^ . -V.t90 fast 

.._-.l_,--_._.t._2. 3—- -A ---5 

E. I woMld rate the* ins^pructor: (N = 1026) X = 3.99 

poor . excellent 

■ 'W 

1 — 2 3--- -—4 ,-5 

^ "I have found the textbook:- (N ^000) * X = 3,55 

poor ' ^ • , excellent 
, 1 ....2— r" 3 4 "5 

6. I have found«the study guide: \\{ * 1017) ' .X = 3.85 

poor • . • 'excellent ^ 



\ 
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Students also indicated which course or courses they w6uld most 

like to see offered by TV dpilege. The following list represents,, the types 
of courses beiqg requested most often. Because "of the wide variance* in 
specific names and .numbers sOf courses as^ked for, the categories presented 

here are quite general in' nature. ; 

/ * Num|)er of requests 

ffbre English courses ^ 102 ^ 

"More Business courses * ^ ^ 96 . 

Biology 'courses ^ . " ' 59^ ^ 

Psychology courses . 58^ 

More Mathematics courses ^ 29 

Accounting courses^ ' ' * 23 ^ 

Art courses ^ T . 20'' ^ 

History courses* • ' ^20 

Humanities • \ 20 

Law Enforcement . 20 

•Spanish courses ^ * * iS 

Literature courses .14 

More Child DeV^elopment courses 13* 

More Economics courses 12 

Physical Science courses ' 11 
Education courses 

Secretarial SktWs , ' ' ^ 9^ 

Social /Sciences ' . 8 

Music .courses^. 7 

Business Law courses * 6 
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./students were lisked to commerit on any aspect of , their course or -any 

* aspect of the services provided by TV College/ The following v^il*l summarize 

and describe .these remarks. 414 of the* lt)31 individj^als who completed, the 

^ quest}onnaire,s made comments, observations, or recommendations .(40.2%) ^ 

T||ie"remarks have been shortened bu^t should still contain the heart of the 

comment madp by the subjects. *The number of tinTeS a particular comment- 

was rfiade will follow ^ach st.atement. » ^ ' 

"The course is^ood, very good, or excellent (N = 59) . . , 
^1^ Golle^e is a^rpat idea, and a-ve^ good method '(47) . \ 

•Change viewjrfg dates or times .to' make them more convenient, (46) 
TItf lessons are' presented' toq.>apiclly i.e. 'the pace is too ^st) (41) 
I had difficulty in obtainingMnaterial s , especially text (36/ 
(continued) ' . • • y j 
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You need a wider selection of courses (29) 

The instifiictor is very ''good or excellent (28) ' , • 

Yoa should T6peat /:ourses at night (20) 
«^ Pr^*em^$ expi^rienced in registration (14) ^ . ' ^ 

Instructor shQiuld note when assignments are due.'(9) ; ^ 

Oiagrains and'vlsuals are' presented too rapidly (5) 

DilTiculty wft>) TV courses is that you can^t disuss ideas or ask questions 

• When they come up (9) ^ ^ . 

Text \s unclear or too difficult (9) 

Instructor makes too many assumptions about what we know and 'doesn't 
^ # ^clarify -enough (6) ^ ^ ^ * 

' Study Unlimited is very helpfuT (6) . <^ 

More timfe and days are needed to call and or have co^fiferences with the 
^ • . » instructor (6) ^ . ' 

In«ructor i' s^ too fast (5) ' ' 
Confertiices Ijhould be moved from Loop campus (5) 
Need an outline or syllabus to follow (5) 
" Jmprove quality of visuals (4) 
Tesfing should be available at all campuses (4) ^ 
Course is too difficult (4) 
\ "^^^ ' Study guide is very good or* excel lent (3) 
\ Lessons are bgring an'd Deed to be made'more stimulating (3) 

Homework is very demanding (3) . - 

ToojBdny forms to fiTTout (3) ^ ^ 

Classes should be lengthened (3) ' ' ^ 

* Need to better integrate text,^lass^ and homework (3) 
" Fee^dback from' tests would be nice, (2) , ^ ' ''^ 

Text is excellent (1) / 

Registration by mail was a pleasure (1) ' 
' Include more practice, tests (1 ) . ^ * . 

« Need to show more examples (1) 

Need a break" in the middle of the course- (1) 

Diagrams are excellent (1) . • < 

TV station needs improvenient (1) 

l^eed students >in studio to. ask questions (1) 



SAMPLE STlfwES. AND CONCLUSIONS 



One purpose of sur\/ey-type research is to pr*ovide a type of baseline 
data. Another is to provide a springboard Upop ^Mch furjther research can 
be effectively launched, to these ends, thilt^aper has been qui te success- 
ful.-A great deal of data has been generated to certain ends, however, 
many more questions have been raised. In *the fptlowing section, a number 
of these research issues will be Investigated 



A stratified randodn sampling technique \as use^to select the sub- 
jects who composed the samples in each of the following analyses. Five 
^'speci-nlc questions were investigated: 

(\/) 'Do peop>e with color TV achieve at a higher le^el than individuals 
with black and white sets (because all program\are presented in 
color)-? * • ^ , 

> , 
^jz) Do veterans perform at a higher level than non-vetefans (f.e. 
achieve a higher G.-PvAr)? ' ^ 

^(3) Do high ^chool^ltuderiJ^^(tho3e under the age of 18) achieve at a 
higher level than older |^tudpnts? % 

(4) Does tape recording the lessons enable students to a'chieve\at a 
higher level than students who do not re€ord the programs? 

(5) Do students with previous college experience achieve at a hignier 
level than students who are experiencing their first TV Colleg^ 
class? ' ' ^\ 



^ T^esults 

Study #1: Color TV versus black and white TV. ' ' 

A stratified random sample of 80 individuals with black and white* 
sets and 80 individuals with- color sf^s were selected. The following re- 



suits were found: 



Black and whi|;e sets 2.18 
Color sets 2.58 



G,P.A. Course Comple>1^n Ratio 
q • • 

1.05 37/80 or 46.3% 

.976 38/80 or 47 .'5%. 



In this technique eq^iaT numbers of males and female? are ran- 
'domly selected from each of the feur classes. ^ ^ 

For each of the studies the following are used: X =^mearf or 
average G. P. A., based on a 4.0 scale; o = sigma or the standard aeviatio'n 
based on the 4.0 grade point average scale; the course completion r^tio 
refers to the number of people who achieve a qualitative grade^of A,B,C, 
or D divided by the entire student population. * ^ • • v 
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' The results of a t-tes't at the .05 Tevel were no't significant, 
that is, there is no significant difference in .achievement with regard to 
he type of^televtsion set employed by TV College students, as measur^ 
byVgrrfbe point averagf,. ♦ ' * v 

study Ni[2: Veterans' versus non-veterans. ♦ 

•BeMiiSe of the ^pe^of information which was available for this study, 

\ * . ' * / \ * . 

the populations 'Of the Child -Oevelopment 101 class from StuJthwest and 

Wright colleges werevselected. The non-random and non-stratified sampJ^e 

^insisted of JllS veterans and 130 -non-veterans. The foll<)wing results 

were found: . ' G.P.A. G.f.A. Course Completion 

r> " Ratio 

Veterans 2.17 .920 56"/116 or 48.3% 

■ - ' . ( ... ^ 

^ NoV^eterarns I 3.00 . .914 67/1 30 or 51 . 5% 

' - • , ' \- ' 

The results of a tnest at "Che .05 level were' statistical ly signifi- 

cant, I however, tke practical sigfnif Icance of these results must be ques- 
tioned because* of the confi)un"ding effects of sex. A inych' higher percentage 
of feniales were included in the h(^-veteraa group and it has been shown . 
above th»t females performed niore effectively than did their male counter- 
parts. Thus, it is'impossible to determine whether veterans (basically 
males; achieve at a higher or lower level than comparable (male) non- 
veteran^. A wider ^'^lection of comparable coritrol subjects must be found 
to adequately ^eal with this issue, 

: . - ^ ^ > \ <:> 

study #3: Students under the age of 18 versus those older than age 18. 

yJThere .were very few individuals who fell into the under 18 cate- 
gory, so the entire $roup of twenty individuals was used as the sample. 



This population was aompared to a stiratified random sample of forty in- 
dividuals from the over ^8 age group. The fol lowing V^esults were found: \ 

G.P.A. G.P.A. Cour^^' Completion 

Under 18 years Qld 2.75 . l".p2 12/20 oV 60%. . 
O^er la years 'old .2.50 ' .923 , 21/40 or 52.5% 

The'^results of thi& t-tes't the .05 level were npt significant. 
That is, there were no significar^t differences in achievement, as measifred 



by G.P.A., with regard toXhe over/under 18 year old distinction. * ^ . 

. ■ ' ■ :^ '-^ 

Study #4: Tape recof'ding, versus not recording. 

Three stratified random samples of individuals were selected for this 

study. 68 ^individuals who had tapped all the lessons, 80 individuals who 

had taped some of the lessons, and 80 who hadn't taped any were Yan.domly 

selected f^m their respective populations. The following results\were 

found: # ' ' ' \ 

G.P.A. . G.P.A. CoursB Completion 

J X o _ Ratio 

Always tjped TVC lessons 2.fe3 .907 ^ 32/68 or 47, 1« 

SomeHines tapei? TVC lessons 2.43 1.01 r ' . 39/80 or^48.8% 

* Never taped TVC lessons 2.53 ' .929 47/80 or 58^.8% 

» # <» 

! The. resul fes^of a t-test at the .05 level were not statistically 

, i 

significant (the widest difference was chosen as"the subject for the^t- 
test),.' Thus, ther^ appears' to bfe no differancb in >achievement, as measured 
by G.P.A. ^between people who tape recordthe lesjsons and those who do not. 
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study #5: College experience versus ficst college exposure., 

^ A stratified random sample of 8Q individuals was selected for whdm 

th,e' 1975 class rep^sented the first college experience. Likewise, 80 - 

» 

students were randomly selected who had had previous college draining. / 

■^The following i^esults were found:, * ^ •• . . , * 

G.P.A. • G.P.A. Course Completioft- 
5( [ ' a ' ' Ratio " .• 

Fir§t Co^^eg^ 2.35^ 1.01 28/80 or 35.0% 

' Previous Experience • 2.44 ' .934 ■ '42/80 or 52.5% 

* ' The results of the .t-test^^t the .05 level were .not significant. 
That 'is, there is no significant difference, in achievement, as measured 
by grade point ayerage, with regard to previous college experience! How- 
ever, itshould be noted that a sizeable difference otcurred between the 
two groups in their course ;:ompletion rates. Thi^ finding would seem to 
indicate that some of the less persistent members of the group with col- 
lege experience have weeded themselves out or sfelf-selected themselves out 
of TV ColTege co^irses (or coVUge in general). 

These studies conclude the present paper. This survey has attempted 
to provide' a selection of data which addresses a large number of issues. 
These data have been viewed in a wide variety of wayi from 9 number of 
^diffprent perspectives. Distinctions have" beefr draWh-^bet^en those stu- 
"dents who completed the questionnaire and those who, did not. A number of' 
differentiations were made' upon sex- related lines.' Also, an attempt waS 
made to summarize the students* comments and- reactions, aboyt the courses 
offered ^ring the Spring 1975 semester. Finally, a number of small studies 
hav£ been completed to shed light on some interesting and potentially 
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usenjl research questions. 
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APPENDIX 
Stuclent Questionnaire 



Name 



female 



Assignment ^1:- TV Coll 



_^ Male 
eqe - S 



Age* 



PVease 
vidfed nd 



' this questionna 
re than 24 hour^ 



1 Course: v 
a. Business 101 

^ Chi Id Development 101 



ir^ to 
after 
.Part 




1975 



d. 



Economics 201 
Mathen^tics,4H / 

2. I am regtstered at: ' 

^ Kennedy- Kfllg 

l^oop^ . ^ 

, Malcolm% 

Mayfair 

01 ive- Harvey 

'Southwe3t 

Wright 

3. Mark the appropriate item: 

"1 ^a. I plan to finish the coursjl 

\ b. I plan to withdraw- from ^^\e 

course 

I plan to withdraw from 
college 

4. Are you. enrolled in ndn-TV 
College coursies?Yes ^ No, 




Home Zip Code 



TV Cdllege in' the envelope, pro- 
.Yijjjwfng Lesson 6 ry* 
I , ^ ^ i - 

7. How many college credits dicj^ 
you have before this semester? 
a. None 



^b 
c 

31 

_^e. 46 
J. 
J- AA 
^h. BA 
i. MA 



• 1 : 1| 

: 16 - 30 

45 
60 

over 60 



. If you, registered for TV Cftllege 
at a campus, check appropriate 
statement:* 
^no problems w-ith registration^ 
_minor snags and irritations 
registration was a disaster 



. '10. 



11 



5. Hbw many credits other than 
, TV College are you taking 

' this sister? Non-TVC ' 
creilits 

6. How many tiours/week do you 
worki? * - ; • * 

' a J None 

b. 1-9 

^c. 10-20 

d. 20 - 29, , • 

^I^e. 30 - 40 • 

^f. more than 40 

^g. full-time housewife 



Do you watqh this course on a 
color TV set most of the time? 
Yes No 

Do you tape record the ^sons 
for .later review?- 



Yes 



No 



Sometimes 



12, 



Were you a contributing member 
to Chann'el 11/WTTW in 1974? 
res No . 

NOTE: TV College is not part of . 
• ^ Channel 11. Youf tuition and 
taxes pay for al]_ costs. ThTs 
/ question is for our ihforma- 
. tion only. 
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Part n 



-Indicrte your response to ^he following scales by circling 
the appropriate number along each of the lij?es. 



13. In general, the course ,is: 
very very 
dull stijTHjlating 



17. y would rate th6 instructor: 

poor excel lerJ^ 

.^T^ 2 3 4~ 5 



14. Visuals— diagrams, film clips: 

too many 



too few 



18. I fiave found the textbook: 
poor • excel leiit 

~ 2 3 ^4 5 



15. Academically, the course is: 
not too 
challenging challenging 



1 



'5 



19. I have found the study guide: 



poor 



excellent 

— t— 



16. The pace of the programs is; 
too too 



slow 



f«t 



20. What courses--credit ^d non- 
credit--would you like TV 
College to offer? 



21. Please give us any additionaV comments, suggestions, j)r criticisms you . 
may have In the space below or on the back of the page. The information you 
provide is used to imprQve our services and the quality of the courses.' 
Thank you for your cooperation. Do not hesitate to inform us of any diffi-* 
cultfes with our services to you.. Comments: 



